Royal Oak High School PTSA
General Meeting MINUTES--Corrected
September 26th, 2011

In attendance:  Janet Norling, Denise Bashi, Theresa Palmateer, Clyde Esbri, Heidi Esbri, Janise Seety, Gina Queener, Joann Fredrikson, John Decker, Beth Villerot, Mary Takacs, Chris Davenport, Carrie Beerer, Kathy Guest, Mary Kangas, Kelly Geyer, Diane Dove, Terrie Mazliah, MaryAnn Campbell, Gina Rushton, Shawn Lewis-Lakin, April Potter, Terri Kuznia, Penny Barrick, Cindy Murphy, Clemens Wittekind, Carole Metsker, Carolyn Nancarrow, Michael Greening.

Meeting was called to order at 7:04PM by President Janet Norling.

Secretary’s Report (Cindy Murphy):  Minutes from the May 23rd, 2011, meeting were presented.  Motion by Denise Bashi to accept the minutes as presented; seconded by Penny Barrick.  Motion passed.

Guest:  Superintendent Shawn Lewis-Lakin:

· Has been attending various meeting, events, and gatherings around the district, listening and learning about Royal Oak Schools.

· Looking at the district’s strengths, growth areas, and weaknesses.

· Comes to Royal Oak from Manchester Schools (Superintendent for last 4 years) and Chelsea Schools (6 years as Executive Director of Curriculum and Instruction).

· Schools and the community are a partnership.

· Challenges facing schools from Lansing:

· Proposed repeal of the person property tax impacts both schools and local taxpayers.

· Currently a seven bill student empowerment package in the Senate; includes dual enrollment and charter school changes.

· Every adult working in a school is an educator.

President’s Report (Janet Norling):

· PTSA has money it needs to spend.  Maybe spend on a new sound system for the auditorium?  Janise Seery will work with Sam Lynch to get more information.  Motion/presentation next month.  Perhaps pair up with ROFPE?

· Grab flyers and the front desk, including one for the ROFPE fundraiser.

· Founders’ Day is Monday, February 6th, 2012, at Red Run Golf Club.

Principal’s Report (Michael Greening):

· Welcome.

· Article of interest:  “School Curriculum Falls Short on Bigger Lessons” by Tara Parker-Pope from the September 5th, 2011 New York Times.  Will try to bring an article of interest to parents each month.

· Still working out bugs with Zangle.  Contact your student’s teacher if you cannot yet see anything for a given class; teachers are still learning the system.

· Some classes are overloaded.  Still changing a few students’ schedules to balance class sizes.

· Thursday, May 31st, 2012 is ROHS graduation at the Royal Oak High School stadium.

· School is a partnership with PTSA—come to meetings!

· On Zangle, attendance only shows up if a student was tardy or absent.

Teacher/Student Council Report (John Decker):  Homecoming Dance is Saturday, October 15th, from 8-11PM in the gym.  Need chaperones for the dance.  Students’ dress code for the dance is semi-formal.

Treasurer’s Report (Janise Seery):  Audit was performed by Denise Bashi, Penny Barrick, and Sandy Cimino.  Parent Guide, Bulk Mail, and Reflections have been taken out of this year’s budget, since they weren’t used last year; can always be added back in.  Motion by Denise Bashi to accept the 2011-2012 ROHS PTSA Budget as presented; seconded by Clemens Wittekind.  Motion passed.
Committee Reports:

· Health & Welfare (Clemens Wittekind):  
· Would love to have more people on the committee.  Contact Clemens at clemenswittekind@gmail.com if interested.
· Challenge Day funds are needed.
· Teen Health Fair will again be held in May.
· Haven also offers programs.
· Copies of “Sex,etc.” magazine by teenagers for teenagers from Center for Applied Psychology at Rutgers University on front desk; take one.
· Carpooling link for “Routes to School.”
· Need parents for the district’s Sex and Health Education Committee; committee make-up should be 50% parents.
· Legislative:  Need a chair.
· Website (Penny Barrick):  Need someone to take over the website next year.  Also, contact Penny if you need to have something posted on the website.
· All Night Party (Penny Barrick):  Any senior (or junior) parents are welcome at the monthly meetings every 4th Monday at 6PM in the Media Center.  This year’s theme will be “Made in Royal Oak.”  First 100 students who purchase an ANP ticket get a free t-shirt.  Will be selling RO sweatshirts, ornaments, lottery raffle tickets (January) as fundraisers, as well as working Poker Nights.
· Arts & Crafts Fair (Janet Norling):  Fair is on Saturday, November 19th.  Need volunteers; sign up sheet is going around.  Tables are $15, space is $60.  Applications are online at www.rohsptsa.org.  Free table space for ROHS student groups.
· Council (Kelly Geyer):  Michigan is one of three states without anti-bullying legislation.  Contact legislators about this; Pam Shewchuck can help with sample letters and contact information.  Side note:  Royal Oak Schools’ is working on initiating PBIS (Positive Behavior Intervention Support) program to teach behavior expectations.  Each school with have a policy.  Will have parent and support staff components too.
· Membership (Gina Queener):  Currently have 539 members, including 15 staff/administrators.
· Directory:  Need a chair.
Board Liaison’s Report (Carrie Beerer):  Not much to report at the moment.  Any questions/concerns, contact Carrie at carriebeerer@comcast.net or beererc@royaloakschools.com.

New Business:

· (Clemens Wittekind):  SEA (Students for Environmental Awareness) fundraiser is coming up.  Recycling efforts at the school are improving.
· “Suddenly Seniors” meeting for senior parents is on October 6th.
· ROFPE (Royal Oak Foundation for Public Education) fundraiser is on Friday, October 21st at Holiday Market.  Cost is $50/person; see Heidi Esbri for tickets/information.
Meeting adjourned at 8:14PM.

Minutes submitted by Cynthia Murphy, ROHS PTSA Recording Secretary.

