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ROYAL OAK HIGH SCHOOL  
ALMA MATER 

 
 

Royal Oak, our Alma Mater, 
We lift our voices to you in praise, 

As through many years we’re passing, 
You’ll remain in our hearts always. 

Your wise counsel and our friendships 
Will stay with us during all our lives. 

We’ll remember Royal Oak High School 
As each one grows and each one strives. 
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�

ROYAL OAK HIGH SCHOOL 
�

1500 Lexington Blvd. 
Royal Oak, Michigan  48073 

 
Phone:  (248) 435-8500 
Fax:  (248) 288-8733 

 
Principal:  Michael Greening 

Assistant Principal:  Samuel Lynch 
Assistant Principal:  Caroline Krynak 

Athletic Director/Assistant Principal:  Brian Gordon 
 
�

Daily Schedule 
 
    
Period 1 8:00 a.m. – 8:57 a.m.   
Period 2 9:02 a.m. – 9:59 a.m.   
Period 3 10:04 a.m. – 11:01 a.m.   
    
 Class Lunch Class 
Period 4 (A Lunch)  11:06 a.m. – 11:41 a.m. 11:46 a.m.–12:43 p.m. 
Period 4 (B Lunch) 11:06 a.m. – 11:34 a.m. 11:34 a.m. – 12:09 p.m. 12:14 p.m.-12:43 p.m. 
Period 4 (C Lunch) 11:06 a.m. – 12:03 p.m. 12:08 p.m. – 12:43 p.m.  
    
Period 5 12:48 p.m. – 1:45 p.m.   
Period 6 1:50 p.m. – 2:57 p.m.   
 

Absence Reporting 
 

To report an absence, call (248) 435-8500 and dial #1 for Attendance 
 
ROHS PTSA Website:   www.rohsptsa.org 
District Website:  www.royaloakschools.com 
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YOU CAN CONTACT ANY ROYAL OAK SCHOOLS’ STAFF MEMBER  BY E-MAIL  

(LAST NAME AND FIRST INITIAL OF FIRST NAME @ royalo akschools.com) 

=========================================
===== 
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ROYAL OAK SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS 
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Board of Education Offices 
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ROYAL OAK HIGH SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE POLICY 2010-2011 

 
Regular school attendance is consistent with provisions of Michigan law and policies of the State Board of 
Education and the Royal Oak Schools Board of Education.  Regular school attendance is essential to comprehensive 
academic success.  Daily instruction, interactions with peers and teachers, and explanation and clarification are 
crucial and cannot be duplicated outside the academic day.  Research has shown positive daily attendance correlates 
highly with academic achievement and helps develop valuable personal habits that prepare the student for adulthood 
and future career endeavors. 
 
REPORTING ABSENCES 
In the best interests of all parties involved, the school should be notified by the parent/guardian on each and every 
day a student is absent.  The parent/guardian must call the Attendance Office at 248-435-8500 (press 1) by 1:30 p.m. 
each day.  Voicemail is available for messages if no one is available to take your call. 
 
If the parent/guardian is going to be unavailable, please notify the school in advance as to who will be responsible 
for calling in any absences for your student. 
 
Use the phone to excuse a full day or a morning absence.  If necessary, the Attendance Office will accept a note the 
day the student returns.  Calling the day of the absence will allow your student to go directly to class and prevent a 
visit to the Student Service Center for paperwork to admit him/her to class. 
 
Absences not excused within 48 hours will remain unexcused. 
 
PRE-ARRANGED ABSENCES 
A planned absence extending over one or more school days requires a note be submitted to the Attendance Office 
from a parent/guardian at least two days prior to the beginning of the absence.  School days missed for personal 
vacation time outside of the regularly scheduled vacation times will be considered unexcused unless the Attendance 
Office has granted approval.  Approved, pre-arranged absences do count toward a student’s overall absences total. 

AUTOMATIC ATTENDANCE DIALER  
The automated attendance dialer will call the student’s home daily in the evening hours to notify the parent/guardian 
of any unexcused absences.  It will be necessary for the parent/guardian to access Pinnacle Internet Viewer (PIV) to 
determine the hour(s) the student was absent.  If the student believes the absence is incorrect, it is his/her 
responsibility to obtain a Student Attendance Correction form from the Attendance Office to take to the teacher for 
verification. 

EXCUSED ABSENCES/UNEXCUSED ABSENCES 
Excused absences will be granted for personal or family illnesses/emergencies, pre-arranged medical/dental 
appointments that cannot be scheduled outside school hours, religious holidays, funerals, and legal 
appearances/legitimate business purposes confirmed by proper documentation.  Proper documentation should be 
submitted at the time of the absence.  Absences for unauthorized reasons or unconfirmed by parent communication 
will be considered “unexcused.”  Parents are advised that the prime responsibility for the integrity of 
communications with the school rests with the student and the home.  Any student who enters/leaves the school 
building without properly signing in/out will not receive an excused absence.   

LOSS OF CREDIT DUE TO ATTENDANCE  
A student who has five (5) unexcused absences or exceeds a total of ten (10) absences in one semester loses 
academic credit.  A formal appeal must be made to the Attendance Office to recover lost credit.  A failing grade of  
“E” or “H” will be recorded as the semester grade upon the fifth (5) unexcused or the eleventh (11) overall absence 
unless the Attendance Office/Appeal Committee grants the attendance appeal request.  Truancy, poor attendance 
history, and attendance-related behavior referrals will negatively impact appeal requests.   

 

Revised on 06/16/10 
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TARDY TO CLASS 
Students are considered tardy if they arrive to class within five (5) minutes after the bell sounds.  The accumulation 
of three (3) tardies will convert to an unexcused absence.  Students have the option of removing a tardy by serving 
one detention.  By serving a detention, a tardy will be deleted from the student’s attendance record.  The detention 
schedule will be posted in the Attendance Office.  It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of their attendance 
status in each of their classes.     
 
A late arrival to class after the first five minutes is not a tardy, but an unexcused absence.   

LEAVING SCHOOL EARLY  
Students who have medical/dental appointments during the school day should bring a note to the Attendance Office 
to obtain a “Permit-to-Leave” form.  Also, students who are ill during the day must come to the Attendance Office 
for a “Permit-to-Leave” form   A phone call for either juniors or seniors who go home for lunch and do not return to 
school is acceptable.  It is the student’s responsibility to bring a parent note to the Attendance Office prior to the 
beginning of the school day or at lunch to obtain the “Permit-to-Leave” form.  Students must obtain a pass from a 
teacher to use the Attendance Office phone to communicate with parent/guardian for permission to leave.  Students 
who do not follow this procedure will receive a detention assignment. 

ENTERING SCHOOL LATE  
Students entering school more than five (5) minutes late must report to the Attendance Office for a “Permit-to-
Enter” form.  Entering more than five minutes late is not a tardy, but an unexcused absence.  The Attendance Office 
must have a parent/guardian note or a record of a phone call from a parent/guardian to excuse the absence.  The 
absence will remain unexcused pending communication with the student’s parent/guardian within 48 hours if the 
above procedure is not followed.  Students who do not follow this procedure will face disciplinary action. 

PENALTIES FOR UNEXCUSED ABSENCES, FORGERIES AND UNAUTHORIZED CALLS  
Truancy, unexcused absences, excessive tardiness or failure to serve assigned detention may result in school 
suspension and/or a parent conference.  Forgeries and unauthorized calls will result in a suspension. 
 
Pinnacle Internet Viewer 
Parents can monitor student grades and attendance by using Pinnacle Internet Viewer.  To access PIV, please contact 
piv@royaloakschools.com to obtain an ID and password. 

 
 
 
  

Attendance is the primary responsibility of parents/guardians and students.  Education is the 
primary responsibility of schools.  The educational process concerns itself with the 
development of critical thinking and the sharing of ideas.  To succeed within an educational 
environment, a student must build and practice strong attendance habits.  These habits will be 
beneficial to the student both presently and for the duration of his/her life. The school views 
regular attendance as crucial and pledges to work with parents/guardians and students to 
foster punctual and regular attendance. 
 
 
 
 
 

Revised on 06/16/10 
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DRESS CODE 
 

Royal Oak High School and the Board of Education recognize that each student’s mode of dress 
and grooming is a manifestation of personal style and individual preference.  Students are not to 
wear clothing that is disruptive to the educational process or offensive to others.  This includes 
but is not limited to, clothing that has comments, pictures, slogans or advertising for alcohol, 
tobacco or illegal substances. 
 
If a student is in violation of these guidelines, he/she will be asked to change clothing.  If he/she 
has no replacement clothing, parents will be called and the student will either be sent home to 
change, or another change of clothing will be brought to school. 
 

·  All shirts must have sleeves or cap sleeves. 
·  No inappropriate, revealing, mesh, or transparent clothing permitted. 
·  Tank tops, halter tops, spaghetti straps, muscle shirts, short shorts, bare midriff tops, and 

torn clothing are not acceptable. 
·  Avoid excessive exposure of skin (examples: bare midriffs, low-slung pants, cleavage, 

etc.) 
·  Underwear should be fully covered. 
·  Trousers, shorts, pants and skirts should be worn at appropriate levels. 
·  Shoes are to be worn at all times. 
·  Pajamas, slippers, boxer shorts, rolled up shorts, and other sleep attire are not appropriate. 
·  No hats or head-coverings will be worn inside school. 
·  Coats and jackets will not be worn in class (they must be kept in hall lockers). 

 
We would like to thank all parents and students for their cooperation with this policy in advance 
as we strive to continue to provide the best educational program at Royal Oak High School. 
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Miscellaneous Information 
 
 
Food and Drink 
Royal Oak High School’s policy regarding food and drink is that no type of food or drink is 
allowed in the classroom or halls in the academic portion of the building.  Any food or drink that 
is bought or brought must be consumed in the cafeteria, courtyard or lower glass hall area. Any 
food or drink that is visible in the hall or classroom will be confiscated.  Both parent and student 
cooperation is anticipated and appreciated. 
Royal Oak High School has a “No Peanut/Nut Products” policy strictly enforced in the following 
areas:  Auditorium, Media Center, Performing Arts classrooms/wing, all classrooms.  This is due 
to severe student nut allergies. 
 
Student Language 
There is serious concern on the part of the faculty regarding the use of off-color language by our 
students.  Please remember this is a public building and the use of vulgar or obscene language 
whether directed at other students or a teacher, will result in suspension.  We know that this type 
of language does not reflect the parents or our community.  Your cooperation is anticipated and 
appreciated. 
 
Report Cards 
Reports of grades, attendance and citizenship will be issued to students (4) times throughout the 
school year.  Report card marking periods will tentatively end as follows:  First semester –
November 12, 2010, and January 28, 2011.  Second semester –April 1 and June 17, 2010.  
Report cards generally come home about 1-1/2 weeks after the end of the marking period.  It 
should be noted that the last grade report in June will be mailed to your home. 
 
Review of Student Records 
All parents have the legal right to review their student’s educational records.  This right of 
review by a parent exists until the student reaches 18 years of age.  If parents wish to review their 
student’s record, a request for such review should be placed in writing and forwarded to the 
building principal.  Generally speaking, the information included in the record has either been 
sent home or previously discussed in a parent conference with a counselor, principal or teacher. 
 
Educational records of any nature will not be released to another school, outside agency, or 
employer without the specific written approval of the parent, or of the student who has reached 
18 years of age.  Parents or students who wish such records released to colleges or other agencies 
must complete and place on file a form authorizing such release. 
 
A formal release is not required by law for the disclosure of some informational items 
concerning students defined as directory information.  Directory information includes the 
student’s name, address, date and place of birth, major field of study, dates of attendance and 
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awards received.  It also covers the types of information that would normally be included in the 
yearbook, commencement program, honor rolls, band and choir programs, dramatics programs, 
or contests of any nature (debate, athletics, etc.).  If any parent does not wish to have their 
student’s name listed in any program of the nature described above, it is essential that the 
principal’s office be notified of this decision in writing.  Parents are assured that the school will 
not release telephone numbers or privileged record information without a signed release from the 
parent or student. 
 
Lunch Periods and Cafeteria Services 
Students will be provided a 35-minute lunch period within their scheduled day.  Lunches are sold 
on a daily or weekly basis.  We are encouraging parents to take advantage of the weekly price as 
it saves them money, is good for our program and also eliminates the need for students to bring 
money every day for lunch.  Cafeteria services will also be available to provide ala carte items at 
a nominal cost.  The campus will be closed for the 2010-2011 school year for all freshmen 
and sophomores.  Parents of 11th and 12th graders are strongly urged to carefully discuss the 
matter of their student’s departure from the campus during the lunch period.  The advisability of 
students taking advantage of this option should be determined by parents and exercised only with 
their consent. 
 
Immunization Records 
Please remember to keep a personal record of your child’s immunizations.  New students 
will not be enrolled in school without immunization records.  If your doctor’s office closes, you 
move, your child attends college, etc.; you may be required to furnish this immunization 
information.  Also, be aware that from time to time changes occur in immunization requirements.  
For current information, contact Oakland County Health Department, 248-424-7046. 
 
Driving and Parking 
Employees of the school district are assigned to supervise the school parking lots.  Past 
experience has confirmed that parking in a supervised area is safer for students and their 
property.  Students will be informed  of the fee schedule and when they may apply for their 
parking permits.  The Tennis Court Parking lot will no longer be used for student parking.  We 
still have two student parking lots, one on the north side of the building with the entrance off of 
Normandy, and one at the east end of the building with the entrance off Lexington Blvd.  All 
motor vehicles, mopeds and motorcycles, as well as automobiles, are required to have a permit 
and pay the established fee for the utilization of school parking facilities. 
 
Bicycles remain extremely vulnerable to both theft and vandalism.  In an effort to combat this 
problem, a special area specifically designed for the storage of bicycles is provided in the front 
of the building.  Students who ride bicycles to school should secure them with quality locks and 
chains in the area designated for this purpose. 
 
Planners 
At registration, all students will receive the Royal Oak High School Planner.  All students will 
be expected to have them with them for all of their classes.  The planner contains the student 
handbook, study tips, reference section and a wealth of other information including a daily 
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calendar for writing down assignments.  We think you will agree that its potential to improve 
student achievement is great.  If this planner is lost, the charge for replacement will be $5.00. 
 
Cell Phones – Students are not allowed to use cell phones or any other form of electronic 
communication during school hours.  The school day includes passing periods and cafeteria 
usage.  In compliance with school board policy, students violating this regulation will have their 
cell phone (or other form of electronic communication) confiscated and returned only to a parent.  
Continued violations will result in suspension.  Students may use a phone in the Student Service 
Center if communication with a parent is necessary. 
 
 
Weather - During severe weather or other local emergencies, parents and students are requested 
to stay tuned to the major radio stations and local televisions stations for school closing 
information.  Families will also receive an automated phone call through the district’s 
Emergency Notification System. 
 
Radio Stations: 
CLKW  -  AM 800 
WJR      -  AM 760 
WWJ     -  AM 950 
WXYT  -  AM 1270 
WKQI   -  FM 95.5 
 
Local TV Stations: 
WJBK   -   Fox 2 
WDIV   -    TV4 
WXYZ  -   Channel 7 
 
You can also check our web site at:  www.royaloakschools.com or sign up for E-news 
notification on the district website (“E” icon in upper right corner of home page) for emails sent 
to your inbox. 
 
School Announcements – The daily school announcements are published on the Royal Oak 
High School section of the district website, www.royaloakschools.com/portal/rohs . 
 
Pinnacle Viewer – Pinnacle is the an online copy of each teacher’s grade book.  Students and 
parents can keep track of grades, absences, and assignments by signing in to Pinnacle.  Students 
receive their Pinnacle login  and password at the beginning of the school year. 
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Royal Oak High School PTSA 
(Parent Teacher Student Association) 

www.rohsptsa.org  

2010-2011 
Executive Board  
 
President     Janet Norling  (248) 629-4422 jnork@wowway.com 
1st Vice President    Denise Bashi  (248) 435-9343 auntied@ameritech.net 
2nd Vice President   Beth Villerot  (248) 399-4256 bvillerot@peoplepc.com 
3rd Vice President  Peggie Lawrence (248) 288-6429 plawrence23@yahoo.com 
Treasurer     Janise Seery  (248) 544-1870 ams92@wowway.com 
Recording Secretary   Cindy Murphy  (248) 541-9202 cindymurphy@wowway.com 
Corresponding Secretary   Penny Barrick  (248) 554-6881 barrinunn@yahoo.com 
Historian   Mary Ann Campbell (248) 546-8294 grapesoup@comcast.net 
Member-at-Large   Clemens Wittekind (248) 543-2282 clemenswi@yahoo.com 
 
 
Committee Chairpersons  
 
Academic Honors – Penny Barrick and Carolyn Nancarrow 
Arts & Crafts Fair – Michelle Bardo-Ziegler and Theresa Palmateer 
Blood Drive – Al Carter 
Board of Education Liaison – Michael Hartman 
Budget/Bylaws – Executive Board 
Council Delegate – Patti Andreski 
Exam Snacks – Denise Bashi 
Grounds Beautification – Kathy Valente 
Health & Welfare – Clemens Wittekind 
Hospitality – Janet Norling 
Legislative – Tom Regan 
Membership – Gina Queener and April Potter 
Newsletter – Cindy Murphy 
Parent Guide – Theresa Palmateer 
Reflections 
Scholarship – Beth Villerot 
Senior All Night Party – Audrey Durnion and Allison Adams 
Senior Breakfast – Parents of Senior Class Officers 
Staff Appreciation – Al Carter 
Student Directory – Gina Queener and April Potter 
Traffic – Clemens Wittekind 
Webmaster – Penny Barrick 
 
 
 

For updated information, go to:  www.rohsptsa.org 
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PTSA JOB/DUTY DESCRIPTIONS 
 
All Night Party  - Organizes a lock-in party for seniors the night of commencements.  Puts together a committee of 
people to arrange food, decorations, donations, prices, etc. 
 
Blood Drive - Arranges volunteers to work on-site where drive is being held, sign-ups volunteers to give blood, 
sends reminders and hangs posters announcing the drive (fall and spring). 
 
Craft show - Coordinates and registers crafters, sets up booth space, coordinates refreshments, etc. 
 
Corresponding Secretary - Handles all incoming and outgoing correspondence.  Sends thank-yous, notes, flowers, 
etc. when needed. 
 
Council Delegate - Represents Royal Oak High School at the council level (budget approval and election of officers 
meetings are mandatory). 
 
Exam Snacks - Prepares snacks at exams in January by getting donations from parents, purchasing muffins, bagels 
and juice and gathers volunteers to help (3 days). 
 
Grounds Beautification - Keeps the grounds around the looking beautiful by pulling weeds, planting new flowers, 
etc. 
 
Historian - Gathers and preserves historical facts, pictures, etc. of the school for the year. 
 
Hospitality  - Sets-up cookies and coffee for PTSA meetings, makes phone calls for donations for Parent/Teacher 
Conferences, Exam snacks and Senior Breakfast. 
 
Legislative - Keeps up on what is happening and reports to the PTSA on any Legislative activities that may affect 
school, children or related items. 
 
Member-at-large - Assists President with various duties and responsibilities, especially with updating the by-laws.  
Is usually a person with a large amount of experience with the PTSA. 
 
Membership - Sells PTSA memberships to parents, students, teachers, etc., records the sales and gives money and 
list of names to treasurer, fills out and distributes cards and sends out student directories to paid members. 
 
Parent Guide - Updates the information in the Royal Oak High School Parent Guide;  has copies made – one per 
family. 
 
President - Presides at all PTSA meetings, is a member of all committees (except nominating  
committee), coordinates the officers and committees to promote the objects of the PTSA. 
 
Recording Secretary - Takes meeting minutes, types them and has them ready to be read at the next PTSA meeting. 
 
Reflections - Notifies students of contest, hangs posters showing date and theme, has them judged, selects a winner 
and forwards winner to state level. 
 
Scholarship - Gathers student scholarship applications, forms a committee to review them and selects 3-6 senior 
winners each. 
 
Senior Breakfast - Organizes food and volunteers to cook and serve breakfast to the seniors about 1 to 2 weeks 
prior to graduation.  At this time they also view the Senior video. 
 
Staff Appreciation - Put on a breakfast or lunch for the staff of the school in May. 
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Student Directory - Gathers student information (name, address, phone #) and puts together a directory then has 
copies made.  This directory is given to PTSA members only. 
 
Student Representative - A selected student from Student Government attends PTSA meetings and keeps us up-to-
date on student activities. 
 
Raven Rally - Is held before the first home football game.  Every club/group affiliated with the high school has a 
table to collect memberships and share information about their group. 
 
Teacher Representative - A selected teacher each year attend PTSA meetings on behalf of the Royal Oak High 
School staff and reports upcoming events and keeps us up-to-date on academic issues. 
 
Treasurer - Helps set the budget, write checks, keeps checking account and savings account in balance, keeps an 
accurate account of all receipts and expenditures and provides a financial statement at each monthly PTSA meeting.  
Also keeps a record of National and State portions of the membership dues and forwards monies to both each 
month. 
 
Vice Presidents - Aid the President and would preside as President if unable to perform his/her duties.   
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ACADEMICS 
 

 
Academic Awards - Recognition of academic achievements of members of the graduation class. 
The highest academic honors at ROYAL OAK are:   

Summa Cum Laude  3.95-4.00 GPA 
Magna Cum Laude  3.85-3.94 GPA 
Cum Laude   3.75-3.84 GPA 
With Distinction  3.50-3.74 GPA 

 
ACT (American College Test) - Is given 5 times a year, and is a college admissions test.  It is 
also the only way to qualify for a Michigan competitive scholarship and tuition grant.  However, 
students can take this test prior to their Junior year if they wish and can take it as many times as 
they want with the highest score being used for college admission. 
 
 

CONFERENCES 
 
 

IT’S A PROVEN FACT THAT STUDENTS WHOSE PARENTS KEEP CLOSE CONTACT 
WITH THEIR CHILD’S TEACHERS TEND TO PERFORM BETTER IN THEIR SCHOOL 

WORK. 
 
 
Parent Teacher Conferences are held in the fall for two nights.  Both nights are from 5:00 pm to 
8:00 pm.  The second opportunity is in the spring for one night for parents to attend.  
Conferences are held in the gym.  Teachers are set-up alphabetically and you visit your student's 
teachers.  There may be a few parents ahead of you and for that reason we ask that 
conferences are kept to 5 minutes.  If you require a longer period of time with a teacher a 
separate conference can be arranged.  
Description of Grades - A=Excellent, B=Good, C=Average, D=Poor, E=Failure, 
W=Withdrawal, I=Incomplete (to convert an incomplete to a passing grade, all work must be 
finished before completion of the subsequent marking period), G=Credit, and H=No Credit. 
 
Exams - Final exams are taken at the end of the first semester (mid-January) and the end of the 
second semester (June).  Exams are usually taken over a three day period with two exams per 
day (in the a.m.).  The PTSA does offer drinks and snacks for sale between classes.  Lots of 
snacks are donated by parents. 
 
Grade Point Average - To find your grade point average, add the point value of your marks per 
semester and divide by the total number of credits which have been taken during the semester.   
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Grade Point System - A=4 points   B=3 points   C=2 points   D=1 point   I,W,E,G.H=0 points 
 
PSAT (Preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test) - May be taken by students in the fall of their 
junior year.  This test is the only means of qualifying for a National Merit Scholarship.  The 
scores on the PSAT are also a prediction of how students will do on the SAT. 
 
PSAT/SAT/ACT Testing Dates/Times - See your student's counselor for dates and times or 
visit the web site at ACT.ORG. 
 
Parent Web - Any parent can visit the Royal Oak Schools web site at 
www.royaloakschools.com.  To access your students’ records.  However, you must obtain an ID 
number and PIN number.  Forms are available in the Main Office, by e-mail at 
www.ParentWeb@royaloakschools.com.  or by contacting the Technical Assistant at 248-435-
8500, ext. 244. 
 
Retaking A Class - Students may repeat a semester or year long class with permission of their 
counselor or an administrator.  The higher grade earned by the student will be recorded on their 
transcript and the lower grade will be converted to an "H", which means no credit.  This does not 
apply to certain courses which may be repeated for additional credit such as band, choir, Stu Co, 
some art classes, and some physical education classes.  
 
SAT (Scholastic Aptitude Test) - Is given 5 times a year.  It also is a college admission test.  
Seniors are advised to take the ACT or SAT in the fall.  Juniors take this in the spring of their 
junior year.  However, students can take this test prior to their Junior year if they wish and can 
take it as many times as they want with the highest score being used for college admission. 
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SCHOOL DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF ROYAL OAK  

ATHLETIC CODE OF CONDUCT 
 

INTRODUCTION  
It is the responsibility of student-athletes to become familiar with the specific rules and regulations of 
each sport as well as the general policies of this Athletic Code of Conduct.  The Royal Oak Athletic Code 
of Conduct will be enforced for the entire calendar year, including summer months and vacation periods 
and will apply to any violation that occurs during the calendar year.  Student-athletes should realize that 
the Athletic Code of Conduct rules and regulations are in effect seven-days per week, 24 hours per day 
and are not limited to student behavior at school-sponsored activities or on school property.  A student-
athlete who violates the Athletic Code of Conduct shall be subject to disciplinary action as outlined in the 
penalty provisions of this document..  This is in addition to any disciplinary action that may be taken by 
the school.  It is understood any coach may establish additional rules specific for his/her program 
consistent with the Athletic Code of Conduct subject to review with and approval by the Athletic 
Director.  The Athletic Code of Conduct will be reviewed and discussed with all coaches and student 
athletes prior to the start of each season. 

PHILOSOPHY 
The interscholastic athletic program in Royal Oak is an integral part of the total educational program.  
Research indicates a student involved in extra-curricular activities has a greater chance for success during 
adulthood.  Representing the Royal Oak School District in interscholastic athletics is a privilege, not a 
right. 
 
As an integral part of the educational process, the athletic program should always conform and support 
the objectives and standards of the school.  Athletes should strive for educational excellence and 
demonstrate good sportsmanship at all athletic contests. 

ROYAL OAK ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT OBJECTIVES 
1. To provide a positive image of school activities in Royal Oak. 
2. To provide students with opportunities for physical, mental, and emotional development. 
3. To experience team play along with loyalty, cooperation and fair play. 
4. To create a desire to exceed and excel. 
5. To practice self-discipline and emotional maturity while learning to make decisions under 
 pressure. 
6. To develop an understanding of the value of extracurricular activities in a balanced educational  

experience. 
7.  To demonstrate good sportsmanship at all times.   
8. To develop leadership qualities and skills. 

EXPECTATIONS FOR PARENTS 
1. Make sure your student has a positive sports experience. 
2. Have your child at practice and games. 
3. Come to the games as often as you can. 
4. Cheer positively. 
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5. Allow the coach to coach. 
6. Let the referees referee. 
7. Encourage and compliment your child. 
8. Talk to the coach. 
9. Remember that this is your child’s game. 

 

EXPECTATIONS FOR STUDENT-ATHLETES 
1. Follow all training rules, school rules and regulations. 
2. Exhibit good sportsmanship towards the opponents, officials, teammates and fans. 
3. Work to excel in academics. 
4. Put team goals ahead of personal goals. 
5. Be a role model for all students before, during and after school.   
6. Have pride in yourself, your team, your school and care for your facility. 
7. Respect, but never fear the opponent. 
8. Work harder than the competition both in and out of season and never quit. 
9. Be on time and prepared for practices, meetings and games. 
10 Accept the results; learn from the mistakes; focus on the goal and never give up. 

 

MHSAA  ATHLETIC CODE FOR ATHLETES  
1. Know and adhere to the athletic code of the school. 
2. Exceed all attendance and academic requirements.  
3. Observe all policies regarding conduct. 
4. Talk with the Athletic Director over questions of eligibility. 
5. Practice and play fairly, giving complete effort in all circumstances.  
6. Accept favorable and unfavorable decisions, as well as victory and defeat, with equal grace. 
7. Demonstrate respect for opponents and officials, before, during and after contests. 

 
ATHLETIC CONFERENCE AFFILIATE &  ATHLETIC OPPORTUNITIES  

Royal Oak High School is a member of the Oakland Activities Association (O.A.A.), which is composed of 
the following schools: 

Avondale    Farmington Hills North Farmington Royal Oak High School 
Beverly Hills Groves   Hazel Park    Southfield High School 
Birmingham Seaholm   Lake Orion    Southfield Lathrup 
Bloomfield Hills Andover  Oak Park    Troy High School 
Bloomfield Hills Lahser   Pontiac High School   Troy Athens 
Clarkston    Rochester High School   West Bloomfield 
Farmington High School  Rochester Adams    
Farmington Hills Harrison  Rochester Stoney Creek   
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The following programs are offered as part of the Royal Oak School District Athletic Department: 
 

Fall    Winter     Spring 
Volleyball (Girls)  Basketball (Boys)   Baseball 
Sideline Cheer   Bowling̈    Golf (Boys) 
Cross Country (Boys)  Competitive Cheer   Lacrosse (Boys)* 
Cross Country (Girls)  Ice Hockey*    Soccer (Girls) 
Football   Swimming (Boys)   Softball 
Golf (Girls)   Basketball (Girls)   Tennis (Girls) 
Soccer (Boys)   Wrestling    Track & Field (Boys) 
Swimming (Girls)       Track & Field (Girls) 

Tennis (Boys) 
 
*   Denotes self-funded sports   ¨  Denotes a club sport 

ATHLETIC TEAM AWARDS 
Coaches shall set their own standards for the earning of an athletic team award in each sport. 
1. An athlete shall not receive more than one numeral or varsity letter award during his/her 

school career.  Certificates shall be presented to each athlete should he/she earn more 
than one award. 

2. The school reserves the right to request that students remove improperly worn letter awards. 
3. The junior varsity award is a certificate. 
4. The varsity athletic team award is the School Letter and the numeral for their year of graduation. 
5. Coaches may give special awards. 

DRESS CODE 
We expect our athletes to project a favorable image of our school.  Dress must follow the Royal Oak 
Schools Code of Conduct guidelines. 
 

ATHLETIC  CODE OF CONDUCT 
ELIGIBILITY (*RULES OF THE MHSAA) 

 

*ENROLLMENT  
To be eligible for interscholastic athletics, a student must be enrolled in a high school no later than the 
fourth Friday after Labor Day (1st semester) or fourth Friday of February (2nd semester).  A student must 
be enrolled in the school for which he/she competes. 

*A GE 
A student who competes in any interscholastic athletic contest must be under nineteen (19) years of age, 
the exception to that is a student whose nineteenth birthday occurs on or after September 1st of a current 
school year. 
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*PHYSICAL EXAMINATION  
A student must have a physical examination, as required, completed by a physician certifying that the 
student is fully able to compete in athletics.  A physical examination for the current school year is 
interpreted as a physical examination given after April 15th of the previous school year.  The student shall 
not participate in any practice sessions or contests until the completed form has been turned into his/her 
coach.  The coach will turn in all forms to the Athletic Director. 

*PARENT APPROVAL /STUDENT APPLICATIONS  
The student/athlete must submit to his/her coach the athletic information and permission forms signed by 
student and parent before participating in practice sessions, contests or activity programs. 

*SEMESTERS OF COMPETITION  
A student may not compete in more than four (4) first semesters and four (4) second semesters.  

*SEMESTERS OF ENROLLMENT  
Students cannot be enrolled in high school for more than eight (8) semesters.  The seventh and 
eighth semesters must be consecutive. 

*HIGH SCHOOL ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY  
To be academically eligible to participate in athletics, a student shall have successfully passed all classes 
the previous semester, of which at least three classes must be a grade of C or better.  If the student is 
ineligible based on the previous semester grades, the student will be ineligible for participation FOR THE 
COMPLETE SUCCEEDING SEMESTER unless deficiencies, including incomplete, conditions, and 
failures from a previous semester are made up during a subsequent semester, summer session, night 
school, modified program, or by tutoring.  Eligibility will be reinstated during the next semester following 
acceptance of credit.  Eligibility could also be reinstated by the following:  The student must enroll in one 
of the following District provided programs:  fee-based credit recovery or a nine-week fee-based tutoring 
program.  During the period of participation in the program, the student must provide Royal Oak High 
School Administration or the tutor with a weekly progress report.  Said progress report must show 
significant improvement and progress in all classes that were deficient in the previous semester.  Failure 
to meet this requirement will result in immediate ineligibility to participate in athletics and co-curricular 
activities.  Furthermore, the student must meet all academic eligibility guidelines in the current semester.  
Additionally, for a student to maintain academic eligibility during a semester he/she must be passing all 
classes and must have a grade of C or better in at least three of the classes.  The building Athletic Director 
or designee will check compliance at the end of the first marking period of each semester.  If the student 
is not meeting this standard, the student will be ineligible for competition/participation until the standard 
is met, a period of not less than one calendar week.   
 
Failure to comply:  Ineligible to participate for the next semester or until such compliance is 
fulfilled.  
 

*A WARDS 
A student may accept, for participation in athletics, a symbolic or merchandise award, which does not 
have a value over $25.  Awards in the form of cash, merchandise certificates, or any other negotiable 
document are never allowed.   
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Failure to comply:  Ineligible for competition for a period of not less than one semester from the 
date of the violations.  If the violation occurs after Monday of the fourth week of a semester, a 
student is ineligible for the balance of that semester and the succeeding semester.   
 

*COLLEGE  BOUND STUDENT ATHLETES 
All students wishing to compete at a Division I or II College must register with the NCAA Clearinghouse 
after their junior year of high school.  Make an appointment with your high school counselor each year to 
make sure you are meeting all core requirements.  You may also visit the MHSAA website at 
www.mhsaa.com for more information. 

*A MATEUR STATUS 
Students participating in athletics or planning to do so in their school career will not accept any money for 
participation in athletics, sports or games.  Will not receive any money or other valuable considerations 
for officiating an interscholastic athletic contest or sign a contract with a professional team.  The above 
rule applies to all competitive sports. 
 
Failure to comply:  Ineligible for competition for a period of the remainder of the season up to one 
year. 
 

*L IMITED TEAM MEMBERSHIP  
A student, after participating with high school teams, cannot participate on non-school teams during the 
same sport season.  Ice hockey and all individual sports will apply the limited team membership rule from 
the point of a student’s first participation in a contest or scrimmage, rather than practice.  Students in 
individual sports may participate in a maximum of two (2) non-school individual meets or contests in that 
sport while not representing his/her school.  An event held on consecutive days is considered a single 
meet (for the purpose of this section only).   
 
Failure to comply:  Ineligible for competition for a period of the remainder of the season up to one 
year. 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE DAY OF COMPETITION /PRACTICE 
SESSIONS &  STUDENT SUSPENSIONS FROM SCHOOL 

In order to participate in any PRACTICE OR CONTEST, the athlete must be in attendance the entire 
school day of the practice or contest.  Exceptions may include such things as pre-arranged medical or 
dental appointments, scheduled court appearances, death in the family or funeral attendance, (proper 
documentation supporting absence is required, i.e., doctors notes, court papers, etc.). The participant shall 
make PRIOR ARRANGEMENTS with the coach for an excused absence.   
 
Any athlete, who is suspended, (either out of school or in-school suspension) for violation of the policies 
and regulations of the student handbook, WILL BE PROHIBITED FROM PARTICIPATION IN 
CONTESTS OR PRACTICES on the day(s) that suspension is served. 
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Failure to comply: 
 First Violation:  Ineligible to participate in the  next contest. 
 Second Violation:  Ineligible to participate in the next three contests. 
 Third Violation:      Ineligible for competition f or a period of not less than one semester  
    from the date of the violations.  If the violation occurs after Monday  
    of the fourth week of a semester, a student is ineligible for the  
    balance of that semester and the succeeding semester. 
 

SUMMER AND OFF-SEASON PROGRAMS 
 A wide variety of sports, clinics and training programs are offered to students during the 
summer months and off-season by colleges, organizations, or individual coaches.  Because these 
programs are held in the summer and off-season, they are VOLUNTARY .  No student shall be 
required to enroll in these programs as a condition of placement on an athletic team or activity 
for the succeeding school year or sport season.  

VACATIONS DURING THE SEASON 
Attendance at all practices and games is very important.  A written notice from the athlete’s parents 
establishing the dates of an absence must be submitted to the head coach before the absence.  Any athlete 
missing practice must recondition before participation will be permitted.  Although student-athletes 
should not be unduly penalized due to absence during scheduled school breaks, any absence for a 
vacation that the coach was not notified of will be considered unexcused.  In addition to reconditioning 
after returning from an unexcused absence, the student-athlete may face additional consequences deemed 
appropriate by the coach.   

 
QUITTING AN ATHLETIC TEAM  

Quitting a team is a serious matter.  If an athlete quits one sport after the season has begun, he/she will not 
be eligible to participate in another sport that season without the prior consent of both coaches and the 
Athletic Director nor will they be allowed to attend pre-season conditioning for the upcoming season. 

 
DUAL PARTICIPATION  

Participation in two sports during the same season is discouraged.  However, with the written consent of 
both coaches and the Athletic Director, a student-athlete may compete on two teams during the same 
season. (This only applies to teams where squad cuts are not involved). 

TRAINING RULES AND CONDUCT 
Representing the District in an interscholastic competition is a privilege, not a right.  Students who 
participate in District interscholastic athletics program are expected to represent the highest ideals of 
character by exemplifying excellent conduct, excellent citizenship and excellent sportsmanship.  Royal 
Oak student-athletes are also expected to engage in good training habits, which include abstaining from 
the use of tobacco, alcohol, drugs, anabolic steroids and human growth hormones.  Separate and apart 
from a student’s performance as an athlete, the student’s conduct, citizenship, sportsmanship and training 
habits reflect at all times on the student-athlete, his/her team, the school and the community.  
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Accordingly, the Board of Education establishes this Athletic Code of Conduct for all students who aspire 
to participate in interscholastic athletics as representatives of the Royal Oak School District. 
 

A. Violations of federal, state or local/law ordinance including felony or misdemeanor acts 
other than minor traffic offenses.  Conviction of said offenses is not necessary to establish a 
violation of the Athletic Code of Conduct, which will be determined through an independent 
school investigation.  Such offenses, when witnessed by a teacher, administrator, other 
responsible adult(s) or when substantiated by other reliable evidence may constitute a violation of 
this Code of Conduct.  A conference will be held within 3 school days after the infraction has 
been noted with the coach, student, student’s parent or guardian and the Athletic Director prior to 
determining appropriate penalties if necessary.  If no conference is held within a reasonable 
amount of time, (3 school days) the disciplinary process will continue.  Depending upon the 
severity of the incident penalties will range from suspension from athletic competition to 
dismissal from the squad. 

 
    First Violation: Athlete suspended for 6 weeks or 6 dates of game  
     competition whichever is greater. 

Second Violation:  Athlete suspended for 36 weeks or 36 contests whichever is  
   greater. 
Third Violation:   Athlete shall lose the privilege of participating in  
   interscholastic athletics for the remainder of his/her high  
   school career. 

 
 

B. Inappropriate behavior which school officials consider “conduct unbecoming an athlete” 
and representative of the Royal Oak School District.  A conference will be held with the 
coach, student, student’s parent or guardian and the Athletic Director to determine appropriate 
penalties.  Depending upon the severity of the incident, penalties may include a formal 
reprimand, suspension from competition or dismissal from the squad. 

 
C. Hazing is defined as any intentional, knowing, or reckless act meant to induce physical pain, 

embarrassment, humiliation, deprivation of rights or that which creates physical or mental 
discomfort, and is directed against a student for the purpose of being initiated into, affiliating 
with, holding office in, or maintaining membership in any organization, club, or athletic team 
sponsored by the District and whose membership is totally or predominately other students from 
the district. 

 
Soliciting, encouraging, aiding, or engaging in “hazing” on or in any school property at any 
time, or in connection with any activity supported or sponsored by the District, whether on 
or off school property, is strictly prohibited.  Any student of the District aware of the planning 
or occurrence of hazing activities is required to notify the appropriate District administrator 
immediately.  Permission, consent or assumption of risk by an individual subjected to hazing does 
not lessen the prohibition.   
 
A conference will be held with the coach, student, student’s parents or guardians and the Athletic 
Director to determine appropriate penalties.  Depending upon the severity of the incident, 
penalties may include a formal reprimand, suspension from competition or dismissal from the 
squad.. 
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D. Violations of the Student Handbook.  Penalties will be prescribed by the building 

administration.  Any violation of this code, which is also a violation of the student handbook, 
may be investigated by the building administration.  Penalties for violations of the student 
handbook may be imposed separate and apart from any penalty imposed under this code. 

 
E. Violation of any team conduct rule as may be established by the team’s head coach and 

approved by the Athletic Director.  Penalties for violations of these rules may be imposed 
separate and apart from any penalty imposed under this code. 

 
F. Use, possession, concealment, distribution, sale or being under the influence of those 

substances listed in Items 1-6 below violates the Athletic Code of Conduct: 
1. Tobacco or tobacco products in any form 
2. Alcohol or alcoholic beverages in any form 
3. Illegal drugs, including but not limited to those substances defined as “controlled 

substances” pursuant to federal and state statute 
4. Drug paraphernalia 
5. Substances purported to be illegal, abusive or performance-enhancing, i.e. “look-alike 

drugs” 
6. Steroids, human growth hormones, or other performance-enhancing drugs 
 
It shall not be a violation of the Athletic Code of Conduct for an athlete to use or possess 
prescription drugs when taken pursuant to a legal prescription issued by a licensed 
practitioner.  Along with following school district policy on the dispensing of medication, a 
parent/guardian shall notify his/her son/daughter’s coach in writing of the medication 
prescribed, the duration of the prescription and if the medication could alter the athlete’s 
behavior or affect of the athlete’s ability to participate in a physical activity.  Such 
notification shall be prior to the season, or during the season if a physician prescribes the 
medication during the season. 

 

SUBSTANCE ABUSE PENALTIES AND RECOMMENDATION  
1.  Self-Disclosure 

Any athlete, who by himself/herself or together with his/her parents or legal guardians, 
voluntarily discloses to an administrator a need for assistance for alcohol or substance abuse 
prior to a violation of the Athletic Code of Conduct occurring is required to follow the 
chemical assessment/treatment procedures outlined in the Student Code of Conduct.  Under 
such circumstances, the athlete will not be charged with a violation of the Athletics Code of 
Conduct, unless it is determined that the athlete has used this self –disclosure opportunity 
primarily to avoid a penalty under the Athletic Code of Conduct.  This self-disclosure 
exemption is available to an athlete only once during his/her athletic career. 
 

2. First Violation 
The athlete shall select either option 1 or 2 as follows: 
 
Option 1 – Athlete suspended  for 6 weeks or 6 dates of game competition whichever is 
greater.  The athlete is expected to complete a substance abuse awareness program* and will 
continue to practice but may not dress for a game or contest. 
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Option 2 – Athlete suspended for 20 dates of game competition or 20 weeks whichever is 
greater 

 
3. Second Violation 

The athlete shall select either option 1 or option 2 as follows: 
 
Option 1 – The athlete suspended  for one season of competition.  The athlete must become 
involved in an outside treatment program for chemical dependency*.  Reinstatement after one 
season is not automatic, the director or a counselor of a chemical dependency treatment 
center must issue such certification of participation before the athlete will be reinstated. 

 
Option 2 – Athlete suspended for 36 weeks or 36 contests whichever is greater. 

 
4. Third Violation 

The athlete shall lose the privilege of participating in interscholastic athletics for the 
remainder of his/her high school career. 

 
*At no cost to the Royal Oak School District. 
 
Please note that these athletic penalties will commence immediately following the completion of student’s 
school corrective measure. 
 
Penalties shall be cumulative beginning with and throughout the students’ participation as an athlete.  The 
penalties will overlap seasons and other and the offenses will accumulate through the student 
athletes’ career. 
 
Sportsmanship   Good sportsmanship is viewed by the National Federation, Michigan High School 
Athletic Association, Oakland Activities Association and Royal Oak Schools as a commitment to fair 
play, ethical behavior and integrity.  Sportsmanship expectations of the student-athlete are as follows: 

·  Accept and understand the seriousness of your responsibility, and the privilege of representing 
yourself, your family, your school and your community. 

·  Live up to the standards of sportsmanship established by the school administration and the 
coaching staff. 

·  Learn the basic rules of the game. 
·  Treat your opponents the way you would like to be treated. 
·  Refrain from taunting, trash talking, or making any kind of derogatory remarks to your opponents 

before, during or after the game, especially comments of ethnic, racial or sexual nature. 
·  Refrain from intimidating behavior. 
·  Respect the integrity and judgment of game officials. 
·  Win with humility, lose with grace, do both with dignity. 
·  Select positive cheers, which praise your team without antagonizing the opponents. 
·  Give encouragement to injured players and recognition to outstanding performances for both 

teams. 
·  Wear proper school attire at all athletic events. 
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SUPPLEMENTAL RULES AND REGULATIONS  

Rules that are unique to a given program may be implemented upon the approval of the principal or 
building Athletic Director.  These rules must be in writing and submitted to participants and their 
parents/guardians prior to the start of the program, except under special circumstances approved by the 
principal.  Suspension/exclusion from participation in any activity is permitted if deemed appropriate by a 
coach, with notification of his/her immediate supervisor and the student’s parent/guardian. 

APPEAL PROCEDURES 

Appeals of any section of this code’s actions must be initiated by parents of 
minor students or the student if age 18 or older.  Appeals must first be 
directed to the building principal. 
A. A request for an appeal shall me made within three (3) days of the date action was taken.  The 

request must be made in writing stating the adjustments being requested and the reasons 
therefore. 

B. The student and/or the student’s parent and affected coaches have the right to be present at all 
review hearings and must be notified in advance of the time and place.  Both the affected student 
and administration have a right to present witnesses at all review hearings.  

C. Based on the review of the appeal, the building principal will adjust, revoke, or sustain the action.  
Copies of requests, hearings, and outcomes of appeals will be forwarded to the Board of 
Education. 

D. The building principal shall decide the activities in which the student shall be permitted to 
 participate pending the outcome of the appeal. 
E. In cases where action was taken directly by the principal and/or in cases in which dissatisfaction 

exists with the results of the review hearing by the principal, a written appeal may be made within 
three (3) days to the Executive Director, Administrative Services/designee and, where applicable, 
the Executive Director, Student Services.  The review must be held within three (3) days of 
receipt of the appeal. 
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Fight Song 
 

Stand and cheer for the Royal Oak Ravens 
United, strong and true 

Knowing our victory is close at hand, 
We hail the silver, black and blue! 
The Raven Spirit can’t be broken 

We are superior through and through. 
Fight, Fight, Fight!  Raven Team take flight 

We’ll march to victory with you! 
 
 
 
 
 
Passes to Athletic Events - For $100, an "adult pass" can be purchased (admits 2), for $60 an 
“individual adult pass” can be purchased, or for $50 a "student pass" can be purchased for all 
athletic (home) events for the school year.  ** A “punch card” can also be purchased for $40.  
This punch card is good for 10 (home) admissions (student or adult). 
 
 
** Some exceptions apply. 
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ACADEMIC AWARDS 
 

 
Academic Achievement Letter Program 
Jennifer Kendall, Director 
 
The Royal Oak High School Achievement Letter is designed to recognize students who 
through their involvement in school activities and high academic standards enhance 
Royal Oak High School.   This letter can only be earned through participation in non-
athletic clubs, volunteerism, and by recognition through the Honor Roll and Principal’s 
List. 

 
Students must earn sixty (60) points to receive a letter.  Students may then apply the letter 
to a Royal Oak letter jacket adorned with patches indicating their activities.  At ninety 
(90) points, students also receive a pin for their letter. At 150 points, they earn the Silver 
Cords of Achievement.  Points are cumulative from year to year.   
 
Points are earned according to the club sponsor, but a maximum of 5 points is possible 
for a one semester activity and a maximum of 10 points is possible for a year long 
activity each year. Royal Oak is constantly adding new clubs and activities.  Ask your 
sponsor if your activity qualifies!   
 In addition, students earn points through academic excellence: 
  Each semester on the Principal’s List:  8 points 
  Each semester on the Honor Roll:   5 points 
 
Because the letter recognizes the highest standards and expectations of Royal Oak 
students, students who are suspended forfeit all points accumulated during the semester 
of their suspension.   
 
Royal Oak High School is excited to recognize those students who bring spirit and pride 
to our school. 

 
NOTE:  Seniors should complete their verification forms by May 1st to be included in the 
Honors Convocation.  See the Director if you have any questions. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Scholarships – Approximately eight senior bulletins are published each year.  These 
bulletins contain information regarding scholarships, college representative visits, college 
open houses, etc.  They can be located on the School website under the Career Center. 
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THE FOLLOWING AWARDS ARE GIVEN TO SENIORS AT THE 
HONORS CONVOCATION FOR THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS.  

ADDITIONALLY, EACH DEPARTMENT PRESENTS AWARDS TO 
SENIORS WITH SUPERIOR PERFORMANCE. 

 
 

Student Newspaper/Magazine Awards - Student newspaper and creative arts magazine awards 
are given to those dedicated staff members who have served on their staff for more than one 
year, have attained top positions through hard work and who continue to achieve excellence 
through their senior year. 
 
Business/Marketing Department - Offers awards to outstanding students in the following 
areas: accounting, word processing, shorthand, and business/marketing education. 
 
Certificates of High Achievement in Mathematics - Are given to students with a 4.0 grade 
point average in at least six (6) semesters of math honors classes or eight (8) semesters of math 
college core classes. 
 
James C. Covert Award - Given to the male student who has earned two varsity letters during 
his senior year and has the highest GPA. 
 
Charles Jones Award - Given to the female student who has earned two varsity letters during 
her senior year and has the highest GPA. 
 
Co-op Awards - Given to students who have received outstanding recommendations from their 
co-op employers while on the co-op program. 
 
John Philip Sousa Band Award - Given to a band member. 
 
Mathematics Medal of Outstanding Achievement - Awarded to a student with a 4.0 GPA 
average in eight (8) semesters of math honors class. 
 
Miles Marks/Clarence M. Kimball Trophy  - Awarded to a male student who has demonstrated 
outstanding scholarship and athletic ability. 
 
Norma G. Campbell/Albert Light Trophy  - Awarded to the female who has demonstrated 
outstanding scholarship and athletic ability. 
 
Morrison Trophy (Boys) - Awarded to an outstanding senior male athlete. 
 
Morrison Trophy (Girls)  - Awarded to an outstanding senior female athlete. 
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Yearbook Staff Award - Given to those members who have worked towards and cooperated in 
the publication of the yearbook. 
 
Outstanding Senior English Award - Given to the senior(s) who has successfully completed at 
least seven (7) semesters of English and maintained a 3.75 GPA. 
 
Quill and Scroll - The National Honor Society award for publications' staff members.  In order 
to receive this award, students must be elected by their advisors and have served on one of the 
publication staffs for two years.  They must also have attained a position in the top third of their 
class. 
 
Royal Oak High School Coaches Recognition Award -  given to a boy and girl who have been 
outstanding performers in a single sport. 
 
Jack C. Shader Trophy/Trophy Memorial Award - Given to the student who best exemplifies 
the characteristics of this former student and principal:  active involvement in a variety of co-
curricular activities, leadership, outstanding school spirit and good academic record. 
 
Social Studies Award - Given to the student who demonstrates outstanding achievement in 
social studies and best represents the goals and philosophy of the department. 
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ROHS 2010/2011 CLUBS 

              
              
 
������� ! �

 
                    SPONSOR 

 
     CO-SPONSOR                                  

Achievement Letter Jennifer Kendall  
Anime Kariann Orth  
Art Club Martha Schrode  
Be The Change Club Carrie Laurence  
Bowling Club Neal Drilich Matt Milazzo 
BPA (Business Professional of 
America) 

Nada Northey  

Dance Company Club Jennifer Loduca  
Disc Golf Club Sean Morgan    
Drama Club Noelle Ochoa  
Game Club Sean Morgan  
Gay/Straight Alliance Perry Cicchini  
Impact Club Julia Giacoma  
Interact Steve Chisnell  
Inter Club Council Steve Chisnell  
International Club Jo Fetsco  
Invisible Children Club Ann Maudlin  
Knit/Crochet Club Peggy Barker  
Model United Nations Steve Chisnell  
Music Recording Club Sean Morgan  
National Honor Society Karen Erwin  
PAW Mia Gutierrez Ashley Blanchette (Student) 
Ping Pong Club Sean Morgan  
Quiz Bowl Rick Pfeifle  
Robotics Club Chuck Gosdzinski  
R.O.H.S. Paranormal Society Rick Pfeifle  
SEA Jolie Booser  
Skating Club Tracey Crawley  
Ski Club Janet Norling  
Spirit Club Ray McMann  
Writer’s Club Kathy Eischeid 

Lauren Luedtke 
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PUBLICATIONS 
 

 
The Herald - Is the newspaper published monthly by, for and about students.  It is sold for 
$1.00. 
 
Acorn Magazine - The Acorn is Royal Oak High School's newsmagazine.  It is written, 
designed, funded and published by students and supervised by a faculty adviser. The Acorn is 
published monthly, and features in depth news stories as well as features and editorials focused 
on local, national and world issues.  Members of the ROHS community (students, teachers, 
administration, support staff and parents) are interviewed for their perspectives.  Articles in the 
magazine are focused on connecting readers to ROHS and the larger world. 
 
Royal Oak High School Newsletter - Is written and mailed home.  It contains upcoming dates 
of special events, timely articles and information about the school program, and news about our 
organizations and activities. 
 
NOESIS - Is the Royal Oak High School literary/artistic magazine produced by students.  It is a 
collection of creative work by students in prose, poetry, photography, and visual art, and is sold 
each spring. 
 
The Legacy – is the yearbook that is available annually. 
 
The Royal Oak Course Catalog - An annual publication, is issued to Royal Oak High School 
students each February and contains comprehensive information about graduation requirements, 
all classes including electives and requirements, co-op, Oakland Technical Center career training 
programs, honors and advanced placement classes.  It should be studied with care as students 
select their courses each year. 
 
Senior Class News - Is a bulletin of information for Seniors and their parents.  It contains news 
regarding significant dates, deadlines, graduation announcements, pictures, cap and gown, senior 
events, scholarship, college visits, and other information important to seniors. 
 
Student Handbook - Is incorporated into the student planner, and is distributed to all students at 
the beginning of each school year.  It contains a wealth of information about Royal Oak's 
programs and procedures.  Students are held accountable for the information contained in this 
Planner. 
 
WOAK Channel 54 - Is the Royal Oak School District's educational access television channel.  
WOAK tapes sports, concerts, and many other events that take place in our community.  
Advanced Telecommunication students are given the opportunity to learn to operate 
communications technology and discover the world of multimedia. 
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EVENTS (tentative) 
 
 
Academic Honors - An assembly held near the end of the year where awards are given. 
 
All Night Party  - Takes place the night of commencement/graduation to keep seniors drug and 
alcohol free. Students are locked-in from 11pm to 6am with many activities planned and gift 
give-aways.  This event is planned and provided by the PTSA. 
 
Band & Orchestra Tag Days - Band members go to business throughout Royal Oak and take 
donations for band tags. 
 
Canned Food Drive - School-wide drive organized by the Student Government.   
 
Career Choices - Various businesses come to offer information on career opportunities.  Open 
to the public on a Saturday sometime in March. 
 
Chamber Orchestra Festival - Schools from surrounding areas bring their chamber orchestras 
for afternoon clinics and then an evening concert for the public is done in the auditorium. 
 
Convocation - An assembly where awards are given out to Seniors. 
 
Curriculum Night  - Parents have an opportunity to meet their student's teachers and follow their 
daily schedule and visit each classroom (September). 
 
Dances - Throughout the year the Student Government will organize a variety of dances.  They 
will be announced throughout the school. 
 
Graduation/Commencement - Senior graduation. 
 
Homecoming Dance - The Student Government organizes this dance the Saturday following the 
Homecoming Game and all students can attend. 
 
Varsity Shows/Concert - Similar to the ROX Concert but performed by the Freshman and 
mixed Choir and soloists from those choirs. 
 
Model U.N. - Students assume the roles of diplomats from other nations and argue topics from 
the UN's enormous agenda, from human rights to environment, and from international security to 
law. 
 
Orchestra/Band/JAZZ Concerts - Several concerts are held throughout the year for our 
enjoyment and are usually spread out through fall, winter and spring. 
 
Plays - One play and one musical are put on during the year by the Drama Club. 
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Powder Puff Football - A football game where the Senior girls play the Junior girls. 
 
Prom - This dance is organized by the senior class officers and is for Seniors or those 
accompanied by Seniors only (May). 
 
Raven Rally - Pre-game activities that take place in the courtyard prior to the first home football 
game.  Activities include games sponsored by various clubs, food, PTSA membership sales, 
Booster Club membership sales and much more!  
 
Raven Rock - A student talent show run the Student Government in the spring. 
 
ROX Concert - Concert performed by A Cappella Choir.  Choir, soloists from the Choir and 
instrumentalists perform current pop and rock tunes. 
 
S.A.D.D. Red Week - For one week in January members of S.A.D.D. have a different theme for 
each day promoting Students Against Drunk Driving. 
 
Spectrum Concert - A concert is held representing all aspects of the Royal Oak Music Program 
- choir, band, orchestra and selected soloists. 
 
Student Government Toy Breakfast - In the month of December a breakfast is held in the 
cafeteria and any student can attend by bringing a toy to be donated to the Salvation Army. 
 
Vocal Concert - The high school, middle school and a selection of elementary students put on 
two wonderful shows.  One is in the winter and the other is in the spring. 
 
Volleyball Marathon  - The Student Government organizes this fundraiser on behalf of a 
charity/child in need.  Students get at least $45.00 in pledges to participate and are locked-in the 
school from 6pm to 8am with many, many activities planned. 
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SENIOR CLASS INFORMATION 

 
Until their junior year begins there are some things you will want to keep record of and get in 

order: 
 

·  Keep them on track with their grades.  A bad start to your 9th grade means a lot more 
work later on. 

 
·  Encourage them to join clubs, play sports, etc.  Colleges like students who are involved. 
 
·  Visit some web sites and get yourself informed as to what's out there.  Some web-sites  

that are informative are finaid.org, fastweb.com and spindlepub.com. 
 

·  Keep a journal of all their activities (inside of school and out).  Have they had any 
leadership roles, been captain of a team (at any age), etc. 

 
·  When it's time for the ACT and SAT, make sure they start studying early on.  You can 

get more information by accessing the ACT.ORG web site, collegeboard.com web site or 
speak with your student's counselor. 

 
Once your student enters 11th grade you will be given all the information you will need to feel 
informed about graduation and college.  Listed below are some of the ways you'll get the 
information you need:   
 
Junior Parent Night - A very informative meeting mid-way through 11th grade to give parents 
information on ACT and SAT tests, visiting colleges, scholarships, etc. (January) 
 
Senior Parent Night - Meeting on Meet the Teacher Night for senior parents to give them 
information they'll need for the school year (graduation, cap & gown, senior pictures, etc.). 
(October) 
 
Senior Class News - A bulletin of information for seniors and their parents.  It contains news 
regarding significant dates, deadlines, graduation announcements, pictures, cap & gown, senior 
events, scholarship, college visits and other information important to seniors. 
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STUDENT SUPPORT 
 
 
Churchill Community High School - Is an alternative high school program under the direction 
of Royal Oak Continuing Education at the Churchill Center.  To be eligible students must be 
between the ages of 16 and 19 years old and have left Royal Oak High School.  Enrollment is 
limited and sometimes there is a waiting list.  Students may also attend OTC through the 
Churchill Community High School.  For further information contact 248-577-5639. 
 
Co-op Job Coordinator/Job Placement Center - The coordinator's major responsibility is to 
place seniors into cooperative job training experiences for school credit.  The coordinator works 
closely with employers in supervising on-the-job training based on the guidelines of the Royal 
Oak School District and State of Michigan Wage, Labor and Safety Divisions.  Students may 
contact the Co-op Coordinator or may be referred by a counselor.  The coordinator can also aid 
any student in securing facts about local job opportunities.  A Job Bulletin is published biweekly 
containing information on part-time, summer and post-graduate jobs. 
 
Counseling and Guidance Services - The Royal Oak High School Counseling Department 
follows a program which is designed to serve the individual needs of students.  Each counselor 
works with an assigned student to help them develop appropriate educational and career goals, 
and assists in the achievement of those goals with academic planning and personal counseling.  
Support groups are facilitated by counselors for students with common concerns.  Students are 
free to discuss any matter with any counselor.  The counselors work closely with parents, staff, 
and with outside agencies.  The office is open from 7:00 - 4:00 and personnel are available to 
assist parents or students by appointment or on a walk-in basis. 
 
Oakland Technical Center - Southeast Campus - Royal Oak High is one of the participating 
schools in the Oakland Technical Center, a modern facility offering programs in approximately 
20 career areas.  Students attend Royal Oak High for two or three classes and OTC for the other 
part of their day, either during the morning or afternoon session.  Students must be 16 years old 
to qualify, and should contact their counselor for admission information.  Transportation to and 
from the Center is provided by the School District.  It is located at 5055 Delemere in Royal Oak. 
 
Psychological Services - A school psychologist is available to Royal Oak High School students 
on a part-time basis.  Appointment with the psychologist is by referral from the Counseling 
Office.  Students or parents needing psychological services or information should contact the 
Counseling Office at 435-8500.  Psychological services are generally requested when the student 
is experiencing serious difficulty with social or academic adjustment.  The school psychologist 
works with individual students, counselors, and often the parents in an effort to make the 
student's years at Royal Oak Highmore successful. 
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Social Worker Services - The social worker, as part of the Student Services Staff, is available to 
assist individuals who may have unique counseling needs.  As a general rule the social worker 
deals with personal problems and attendance issues which are more involved and time 
consuming than those that can be satisfied through other services.  Because the social worker 
works with long-term problems, the case load is limited and students are generally accepted only 
on a referral basis through the Counseling Office. 
 
Special Education - Royal Oak High provides special education services for any students who 
are found to qualify according to the State of Michigan guidelines for special education 
certification.  Parents who desire further information should contact the school psychologist, 
social worker, or special education department head. 
 
Speech and Language Pathology - Any student with a speech difficulty may be referred by 
staff or parents to the speech and language pathologist for diagnostic testing. 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 
 
The school calendar for the year is, of course, ever-changing.  All school functions cannot be 
scheduled prior to the start of school.  Therefore, please go to the school district website 
(www.royaloakschools.com), or the Royal Oak High School website 
(www.royaloakschools.com/portal/rohs), or the Royal Oak High School PTSA website 
(www.rohsptsa.org) to view what is up and coming. 
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